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1861, with its condition in 1885, and in 1893, when we yielded
the administration to the successors of the men who had well-
nigh wrecked the Government in a former generation.

The Republican Party found the Union a mass of sand;
it left it a structure of granite. It found the Union a by-
word among the nations of the earth, it left it illustrious and
envied, for the exhibition of warlike powers, for the develop-
ment of our industrial and financial resources in times of
peace, for the unwavering fidelity with which every pecuniary
obligation was met; for the generous treatment measured
out with an unstinted hand to the conquered foe; and, finally,
for the cheerful recognition of the duty resting upon the Re-
publican Party and upon the country to enfranchise, to raise
up, to recreate the millions that had been brought out of bond-
age.

This work was not accomplished fully in Mr. Lincoln's life,
but he was the leader of ideas and policies which could have
no other consummation.

At the end it must be said of Mr Lincoln that he was a
great man, in a great place, burdened with great responsi-
bilities, coupled with great opportunities, which he used for
the benefit of his country and for the welfare of the human
race. Among American statesmen he is conspicuously alone.
From Washington and Grant he is separated by the absence
on his part of military service and military renown. On the
statesmanship side of his career, there is no one from Wash-
ington along the entire line who can be considered as the
equal or the rival of Lincoln.

And we may wisely commit to other ages and perhaps to
other lands the full discussion and final decision of the rela-
tive claims of Washington and Lincoln to the first place in
the list of American statesmen.